ence the index is only adequate. For persons other than those intimately involved with the Corps, it is not a book I would recommend for getting a general picture, as it is very heavy reading.
But, obviously, for those knowing the personalities and the intrigues involved, and for those wishing to study the administration of the Corps, it is an interesting and valuable volume. VIVIAN Although less common than in certain other countries, alcohol addiction is, as the authors state in their preface, 'an extremely common illness' in this country, too. Because of the lack of teaching in undergraduate medical schools, practitioners often fail to diagnose the illness in its early stages. Contrary to widespread misconceptions, many alcoholics have a good prognosis, though this naturally depends on many factors. Young alcoholics, for example, are shown to have a worse prognosis than older ones, and as alcoholism in the young may be on the increase it is useful to find here a separate chapter given to 'The Young Alcoholic'. The multifactorial problem of alcoholism necessitates a multidisciplinary approach. The authors of this book were closely associated with the work of the special unit for the treatment of alcoholism at the Royal Edinburgh Hospital, and this book deals in the main with the contribution which the special alcoholic unit can make to treatment of alcoholicsin its outpatient as well as its inpatient departmentsand to the all-important tasks of research and teaching which are rightly described as constituting 'essential activities of the treatment centre'. Much of the information provided is based on the findings of research carried out by the authors, mainly in the Edinburgh unit; and in his introduction H J Walton gives a valuable survey of the principles governing the work in a special alcoholic unit. Every professional worker who may occasionally be called upon to assist a problem drinker will derive great benefit from reading this interesting book.
M M GLATr
Clostridia of Wound Infection by A Trevor Willis MD MRACP PhD MCPath MCPA pp ix+470 illustrated £8 London: Butterworths 1969 Though relatively uncommon in man, clostridial infections have attracted a large amount of attention because of their notorious severity, complex pathogenesis and the practical difficulties of prophylaxis and treatment; they have had a special interest also for bacteriologists and pathologists because of the peculiarities of clostridial growth and of the toxins produced by some pathogenic species. In this book Dr Willis has reviewed a wide range of work on gas gangrene, tetanus and some other infections caused by clostridia, approaching the material from the bacteriologist's angle, but with detailed attention also to the clinical problems.
After a survey of the classification and a brief account of the methods for isolation and identification of these organisms, Dr Willis devotes chapters to Cl. welchii, Cl. a?dematiens, Cl. chauvei and Cl. septicum, Cl. bifermentans and Cl. sordellii, Cl. histolyticum, Cl. sporogenes, minor clostridia associated with gas gangrene, infections caused by clostridia, and Cl. tetani. Each chapter is followed by a substantial bibliography and there are many useful tables and illustrations. The writing is lucid, and the erudition is enlivened by discussion based on the author's long experience of work in this field.
The bacteriologist, in particular, will find a rich harvest and source of references in this book, which provides not only an up-to-date account of such practical issues as prophylaxis against tetanus, but also details of bacteria, such as Cl. sporogenes, that are of interest to the laboratory worker rather than to the clinician. One may regret that Dr Willis did not extend the range of his treatise to cover anaerobic infections (or at least clostridial infections) as a wholeincluding botulism, which is here considered only as a very rare form of wound infection, and infection by nonsporing anaerobes; but for this comprehensive and readable work he deserves the gratitude of all to whom anaerobic infections are a subject of interest and concern. E J L LOWBURY A London: H K Lewis 1969 Part 1, dealing with the central nervous system, has been entirely rewritten and contains a multitude of new illustrations. The authors state that it is a primer compiled for the inexperienced and, indeed, any candidate reading for the radiological diplomas and the Fellowship of the Faculty need look no further for a thorough and lucid presentation of clinical and technical neurological radiology.
Experienced workers will find much of interest and help in the contents and presentation and the authors are to be complimented, not only on a
